Maturation of Elevated Love – Part I
Song of Songs 5:2-8:4


By KC Ung

Study 3: 

Recapitulation:

I. The Mating of Elevated Love or the Meetings in Courtship
1:2-3:5

II. The Marriage of Elevated Love
3:6-5:1

A. Solomon Sends for His Bride with His ‘Bed’



3:6-11

B. Solomon Sings out the Beauty of His Bride
4:1-7
C. Solomon Secures His Spouse, His Sister in Love.
4:8-15
D. Solomon Seals His Love with His Spouse, His Sister in Love.


4:16-5:1
III. The Maturation of the Marriage
 





5:2--8:4

A. Recital of a Drama (or a Lapse in Love?)





5:2-8 cf. 3:1-5
Intro. :  A Time Lapse between v. 1 and v. 2 – The beloved no more addressed as spouse.
5:2

(1)
Last occurrence of “spouse” – thus, the couple no more newly-weds.
5:1

(2)
First occurrence together of my sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled – still loving.
5:2; 6:9

1. The Restless sleep Roused by Recollections (?)

5:2a

2. The Request for Entrance in Endearing terms.

5:2 See above.

3. The Refusal to Entertain – her Excuses, and later Compassion
(cf. Isa. 6:11; Jer. 31:20)
5:3-4 “moved”

a. Inconvenience makes her Indifferent – she has Unrobed and is Unshod.

5:3

b. He Puts his hand through the latch-opening; her heart Pounds for him.

5:4

4. The Regret for being too Encumbered – her Careless-ness and Self-Consciousness.
5:5-8

a. The Lover has Left – having left behind the tokens of love on the door handle.

5:5

b. She acts too Late, her Lover no more can she Locate.


5:6 cf. Eph. 4:26

c. She refuses to accommodate, now she nearly Drops Dead.


my soul failed
d. The Search for him begins in Earnest, but he Seems to have Exit from her life.

5:7

e. The watchmen Mistake her for a criminal, beat her and take her Mantle away.

5:7, NRSV, ct. 3:3

f. Her Message to the daughters should they Meet him – She is sick with love!

5:8 cf. 2:5

B. Recall of the Lover’s Personal Loveliness – her Commitment to him.
5:9-6:3

1. The Challenge concerning the Lover – What makes him unique?

5:9

2. The Character of the Lover – He is the chiefest among ten thousand.

5:10-16

a. His Appearance – Radiant and Ruddy, breathtaking as tall imposing cedars of Lebanon. 5:10, 15 NIV

b. His Head 
– His Features, exquisitely sculptured; his complexion a Fine golden tan.
5:11a, NIV

c. His Hair 
– wavy and Bushy, Black as a raven.
5:11b cf. 4:1

d. His Eyes 
– Dark pupils fitly set in milky whites; the Darting Doves by water streams. 5:12 cf. 1:15; 4:1

e. His Cheeks– Sweet and fragrant like Spices and flowers.
5:13a

f. His Lips
– as Distilling myrrh-perfumed lilies, Delightful, Desirable when kissed. 
5:13b cf. 1:2

g. His Hands
– or Arms, Rods (NIV) of Rounded gold and set with jewels
5:14a, NRSV

h. His Belly 
– (lit. Abdomen) as Smooth as polished ivory and Sapphires.
5:14b

i. His Legs 
– Strong and Muscular like Marble pillars Set on bases of gold.
5:15 cf. vv. 11, 14

j. His Mouth – i.e. palate which includes the whole mouth as the Source of Speech,



   (speech and kisses) Sweet and highly desirable
5:16a

3. The Challenge to the Daughters – This is my beloved, and this is my friend!
5:16b

4. The Concern of the Daughters for the Lover – Whither is thy beloved gone?
6:1

5. The Conclusion of the Beloved.

a. Is he in his garden, Gone down to the beds of spices to Gather the lilies?
6:2, 3 NRSV

b. Is he in the Beloved’s garden Browsing, and gathering the lilies? (2:16; 4:5)
6:2, 3b

c. He is hers, and she is still his in spite of the earlier Dream and Disappointment.
6:3a cf. 5:2ff

C. Recall of the Beloved’s Personal Loveliness     – His Commitment to her
6:4-10 

1. Her Comeliness
6:4-7

a. Her Person, beautiful and lovely – 

6:4; 1:15; 4:1 cf. 6:1

i. as Tirzah, a garden City that became the Capital of four kings of Israel.
I Kgs. 15:33; 16:8, 15, 23

ii. as Tantalizing Jerusalem - the perfection of Beauty Befitting a Bride.
cf. Lam. 2:15; Rev. 21:2

iii. as Troops with banners – simply Majestic and Magnificent.

6:4c cf. v. 10

b. Her Eyes 
– Stunningly Shining and he is overwhelmed.


6:5a cf. 1:15; 4:1, 9

c. Her Hair 
– Streaming Striking black hair as goats descending from Gilead. 6:5b as 4:1; 5:11

d. Her Teeth 
– Sparkling and Matching; without any Missing as twin sheep.
6:6 as 4:2

e. Her Temples – (inc. her cheeks) Sweet, Scarlet, reddish like pomegranates. 
6:7 as 4:3

2. Her Uniqueness as his pure dove and love. She stands unique 
6:8-9a cf. 5:2

a. Even among 60 Consorts, 80 Concubines, or Companions without number
6:8 

b. Even before her mother, she is her choice – Flawless and her Favourite.
6:9

c. Even the maidens, the queens and the concubines Eulogise and Extol her.
6:9


They even compare her with the Fresh dawn, the Full moon, the bright Flaming sun, 


and the “majestic stars” Flaunting their glory in procession. 
6:10, NIV cf. 6:4c

D. Return and Reconciliation.



6:11-13

1. The Return to the Garden (or Grove of nut trees, NIV)
6:11 cf. 6:2

a. She Returns to check for signs of Love 


– looking for Budding Blossoms (nuts, AV) and the Vines of the Valley. 
6:11 NRSV

i. The vines are Flowering! – Love is still Flourishing.

ii. The pomegrantes are Budding! – Love is still Blooming

2. The Reconciliation
6:12

Commentators are unanimous that this verse in the most difficult in the Song 

and one of the most difficult in the OT to make sense of.

a. Before she Realises, her soul (desire, fancy) has set her among the chariots of Amminadib = people, NIV

b. Being in Raptured praise of her Lover (6:4-10), she is swept into a chariot beside my prince.  6:12, NRSV

3. The entreaty to Return.
6:13a

a. The Daughters of Jerusalem/Friends (in 5:1?) Request her to Return. (4 x) 
Scofield/NIV

b. They want to have a last look (gaze) at her, the Shulamite, lit. = “Solomoness”


4. The Beloved’s Reluctant Retort – What will ye see in the Shulamite?
6:13b

5. The Reply – The two look like dancing gracefully before two armies  (?)
6:13c, NRSV

Note: 
Is 6:13 the first verse of chapter 7 as in the Hebrew and Greek texts? As …

· Daughters of Jerusalem/Wedding guests urge: Return, return, O Shulamite; return,… 
6:13a

Urging the bride to put an appearance and join the festival dance.

· The beloved demurs: Why me? What will ye see in the Shulamite?

6:13b

· They (Lover?) replying: with their (his?) praise of her beauty. 

7:1-5 (See #E.1)

· Her Lover then joins in with his adoration.

7:6-9

· And she renews her commitment to him.

7:10-8:4

E. Rejuvenation of Marriage through Refreshment of Memories
7:1-8:4

1. The ‘princely’ Bride is still Beautiful – so says the Lover/Daughters of Jerusalem (?)
7:1-5, NIV, Scofield

a. Her Sandalled Feet and Curved (‘joints’) Thighs – Crafted by a master Craftsman.
7:1

b. Her Navel and Belly – Providing drink and food to bring him much Pleasure
7:2

c. Her Breasts – two young twin fawns, Symmetrical, Soft and tender to the touch.
7:3

d. Her Neck – an ivory tower of Stature and Strength.
7:4a cf. 4:4

e. Her Eyes – Reflecting the calm Refreshing waters of the Heshbon Reservoirs. 
7:4b cf. Num. 21:25

f. Her Nose – Strong and Stately as the Lebanon tower that protects Damascus.
7:4c

g. Her Head – Crowned as the Clouds on Majestic Mount Carmel with its wooded top.
7:5a cf. Isa. 35:2

h. Her Hair – a Royal (purple) Tapestry; the king is held captive by its Rippling Tresses.
75b, NIV

2. The Bride is indeed Beautiful – so Continues and Confirms the Lover.

7:6-9a
a. Her Overall Allure – she is still his Love, full of Delights, and his Delectable maiden. 
7:6, NRSV

b. The Lover’s Picture of the Beloved.

i. Her Build – Stately as a Straight palm tree.
7:7a

ii. Her Breast – Bunches of fruit ripe for the plucking.
7:7b

iii. Her Breath (nose) – Aromatic and fragrant as Apples.
7:8b, NIV

c. The Lover’s Desire for the Beloved.
7:8

i. He will Pluck the fruits on the Palm tree – they are intoxicating as grapes.
7:8a

ii. He will Taste of the scent of her breath – it is Titillating. 
7:8b

iii. He will drink in her kisses from her Luscious Lips – they are like the best wine.
7:9a, NRSV

3. The Bride is committed to her Beloved - she Beckons to Love.

7:9b-13
a. She offers him her wine of kisses and they Intermingle with his, Intoxicating him.
7:9b, NIV

b. Both are Intertwined in love in mutual possession. 

7:10 cf. 2:16; 6:3


His love for her is Intense – “My beloved is mine” becomes “His desire is toward me”
cf. Gen. 3:16; 4:7

c. She offers an Invitation to her Lover. In the Security of Love…
7:11-13

i. She now Initiates the Act.  Come, Let us go… there will I give thee my love

7:11

ii. She offers the Initial Spring of love that has now matured.

Ct. 2:10-13

· The vines have Budded and the tender grapes have appeared.
7:12a

· The pomegranates are in Bloom.
7:12b

· The (Aphrodisiac) mandrakes are sending forth their Aroma.
7:13a cf. Gen. 30:14-16

· Delicious fruits of every Delicacy, new and old, are at the Door waiting.
7:13b

iii. She Informs him she is now ready for Love.

7:12c, 13c

d. She desires still more Intimacy. How she wishes …

8:1-4
i. He were her brother, then she would Proclaim her love for him Publicly.
8:1 
kiss thee
ii. She were older than he, then:
8:2, NRSV

· She would lead him to her mother’s house, where she was Conceived.
8:2, LXX 
 Lead=Heb. nahag
· There their relationship would be Confirmed again – 
I would give you …to drink
· However, as a wife, she longs for his embrace and Caresses.
8:3
O that… cf. 2:6

· Even this has its own time, as she Charges the daughters not to force her.
8:4
cf. 2:7; 3:5

